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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Point of Order — Websites 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Over the last month there have been several occasions, including one today, when the 
response from the minister has referred a member to a website. In the past, we have had a situation — 
Hon Sue Ellery: I was not asked to provide a document. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: If I could just finish, because this was not just on one occasion. 
The PRESIDENT: Honourable member, I assume this is a point of clarification, if not a point of order. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: It is a point of order, actually. I just want clarification that referring a member to 
a website is not appropriate. Can I seek clarification on that? 
Hon SUE ELLERY: If I might seek some assistance as well, my understanding of the protocol and convention 
that the honourable member referred to is that if a member asks for a particular document, it is not appropriate and 
not acceptable to refer them to a website. If I take today’s example, I was not asked to provide a document at all, 
and I just said that information is published in this way. I think there is a difference between what happened today 
and the protocol. 
Hon Peter Collier: And several others. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: The honourable member may well be right about that. I think there is a difference with what 
happened today. 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Leader of the House, for your point of clarification. There is no point of order; 
however, I will note that the Leader of the House’s interpretation of protocol is quite correct in that when ministers 
are asked for particular information, it is not appropriate to refer to a website if the document is required and 
therefore the document is tabled. However, it is appropriate when there is referral for information. If the document 
is specifically requested, members should not be referred to a website, but in this instance, the document was not 
specifically requested. In addition, I have not observed any occasion in recent times when ministers have breached 
that protocol. There are, however, a number of continuing concerns about the length of questions and the length 
of answers, but I will refer to that matter a bit later. 
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